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Great Expectations for Teachers, Children, and Families 
First Things First Professional Development Systems Building 

Communities of Practice Descriptions for 2013-14 
 

1. Building a Developmentally Appropriate Professional Development System (United Way of 
Tucson and Southern Arizona, First Focus on Kids) 
 

2. Improving and expanding the quality of infant and toddler practice (Child & Family Resources, 
Project BEST) 

 
3. Creating Developmentally Appropriate inclusive early childhood education settings (Easter Seals 

Blake Foundation, Inspire Inclusion) 
 

4. Implementing Developmentally Appropriate Practice (DAP) in classrooms by deepening 
teachers’ understanding of DAP (Southern Arizona Association for the Education of Young 
Children, Las Familias) 

 
5. Improving public preschool teachers’ understanding and competence in providing sustained and 

intensive instructional support to all children (Tucson Unified School District) 
 

6. Linking center owners, directors and teachers who serve the most vulnerable children to 
resources and information that will raise the quality of the children’s environments (Early 
Childhood Development Group, Linking Leaders) 

 
7. Developing family child care home providers’ skills and knowledge about how developmentally 

appropriate physical activities and quality nutrition help to prepare healthy young children for 
school (UWTSA, ¡Muévete, Muévete!) 

 
8. Improving teachers’ strategies for smooth Kindergarten transitions for Tribal preschool children 

(Tohono O’odham Community College) 
 

9. Facilitating completion of Early Childhood Associate’s degrees at Pima Community College (PCC) 
and smooth transitions to Early Childhood Bachelor's degree programs, with a special focus on 
using Department supports at PCC and the University of Arizona College of Education (Pima 
Community College, ENLACE) 
 

10. Increasing the number of students completing the Early Childhood Education Bachelor’s Degree 
program or the Early Childhood Education Master’s Degree program by reducing barriers and 
promoting alternatives that will lead to graduation (University of Arizona – College of Education) 
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Professional Development Resources for Communities of Practice 
 

• Andrews, M. P. (n.d.). Methods of observing young children. University of Michigan Press. Retrieved from: 
https://www.msu.edu/~mandrews/mary/obs__methods.htm .  

• Brault, L., & Gonzalez-Mena, J. (2007). Talking with parents when concerns arise. California: California Map to 
Inclusive Childcare. Retrieved from: 
http://cainclusion.org/camap/pdfs/TalkingWithParents/TalkingWithParentsArticle.pdf . 

• Buysse, V., & Wesley, P. (2006). Evidence-based practice in the early childhood field. Washington, DC: Zero to 
Three. 

• Carr, M. (2001). Assessment in early childhood settings: Learning stories. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage 
Publications. 

• Cázares, J., & Cázares, K. A. (2011). T-O’odham ABC ‘O’ohana (Our O’odham ABC Book). Tucson, AZ: Self-
published book. 

• Christian, L. G. (2006). Understanding families. Applying family systems theory to early childhood practice.  
Beyond the Journal: Young Children on the Web. Retrieved from: 
http://www.naeyc.org/files/yc/file/200601/ChristianBTJ.pdf . 

• Copple, C., & Bredekamp, S. (Eds.). (2009). Developmentally appropriate practice in early childhood programs 
serving children from birth through age 8. Washington, DC: National Association for the Education of young 
Children. 

• Curby, T. W., Grimm, K. J., & Pianta, R. C. (2010). Stability and change in early childhood classroom 
interactions during the first two hours of a day. Early Childhood Research Quarterly, 25(3), 373–384. 

• Curtis, D., & Carter, M. (2000). The art of awareness: How observation can transform your teaching. St. Paul, 
MN: Redleaf Press. 

• Diversity in Mathematics Education (2007). Culture, race, power, and mathematics education.  In F. Lester 
(Ed.), The Second Handbook of Research on Mathematics Teaching and Learning (pp. 405-433). Charlotte, 
NC: Information Age Publishing. 

• Dombro, A. L., Jablon, J. R., & Stetson, C. (2011). Powerful interactions: How to connect with children to 
extend their learning. Washington, DC: National Association for the Education of Young Children. 

• Drago-Severson, E. (2009). Leading adult learning: Supporting adult development in our schools. Thousand 
Oaks, CA: Corwin/Sage Press. 

• Dyson, A. H., & Genishi, C. (1994). The need for story: Cultural diversity in classroom and community. Urbana, 
IL: National Council of Teachers of English. 

• Ferrer-Chancy, M.,  Fugate, A. M., & Rivera, I. (2012). Working with school-age children series.  University of 
Florida IFAS Extension. Retrieved from: https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/topic_series_working_with_school-
age_children . 

• Florio-Ruane, S. (2001). Teacher education and the cultural imagination: Autobiography, conversation, and 
narrative. Routledge.  

• Follari, L. (2011). Foundations & best practices in early childhood education, (2nd Ed.). Pearson: Upper 
Saddle River, NJ. 

https://www.msu.edu/~mandrews/mary/obs__methods.htm
http://cainclusion.org/camap/pdfs/TalkingWithParents/TalkingWithParentsArticle.pdf
http://www.naeyc.org/files/yc/file/200601/ChristianBTJ.pdf
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/topic_series_working_with_school-age_children
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/topic_series_working_with_school-age_children
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• Fox, L., Dunlap, G., Hemmeter, M. L., Joseph, G., & Strain, P. S. (2003). The teaching pyramid: A model for 
supporting social competence. Young Children, 58. Retrieved from: 
http://www.challengingbehavior.org/do/resources/documents/yc_article_7_2003.pdf . 

• Galinsky, E. (2010). Mind in the making: The seven essential life skills every child needs. New York: 
HarperCollins Publishers. 

• Good Start Training College. (2011, Sept. 28). Example: Event sampling. Retrieved from: 
http://www.goodstart.edu.au/files/file/module%20booklets/diploma/diploma_module3_trainingbooklet_re
viewed.pdf . 

• Gottschall, J. (2012). The storytelling animal: How stories make us human. New York, NY: Houghton Mifflin 
Harcourt. 

• Greenman, J. T. (1988). Caring spaces, learning places: Children's environments that work. Redmond, WA: 
Exchange Press. 

• Grotzer, T. A. (2012). Learning causality in a complex world: Understanding of consequences. Lanham, MD: 
Rowman and Littlefield Publishers, Inc. 

• Horm-Wingerd, D., Hyson, M., & Karp, N. (2003). New teachers for a new century: The future of early 
childhood professional preparation. Jessup, MD: U.S. Department of Education – ED Pubs. 

• Jablon, J. & Dombro, A. (2012). Assessing to foster each child's competence and success. Retrieved from 
http://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/tta-
system/teaching/eecd/assessment/ongoing%20assessment/edudev_art_00070_080505.html . 

• Justice, L. M., Mashburn, A. J., Hamre, B. K., & Pianta, R. C. (2008). Quality of language and literacy 
instruction in preschool classrooms serving at-risk pupils. Early Childhood Research Quarterly, 23(1), 51-68. 

• Katz, L. & Chard, S. (1996). The contribution of documentation to the quality of early childhood education. 
ERIC Digest. Champaign, IL: ERIC Clearinghouse on Elementary and Early Childhood Education.  

• La Paro, K. M., Pianta, R. C., & Stuhlman, M. (2004). The Classroom Assessment Scoring System: Findings 
from the pre-kindergarten year. The Elementary School Journal, 104(5), 409. 

• Lee, M. S. (2013, March 15). Childcare professional support each other in a “Community of Practice.” The 
Runner: Tohono O’odham Nation Newspaper, pp. 20(6). 

• Li Grining, C., Raver, C. C., Champion, K., Sardin, L., Metzger, M., & Jones, S. M. (2010). Understanding and 
improving classroom emotional climate and behavior management in the “real world”: The role of Head Start 
teachers’ psychosocial stressors. Early Education & Development, 21, 65–94. 

• LoCasale-Crouch, J. (2011). Promoting Effective Teacher-Child. Interactions: A Framework for Change 
National Center for Research on Early Childhood Education. Retrieved from: 
http://educationnorthwest.org/webfm_send/911 . 

• LoCasale-Crouch, J., Konold, T., Pianta, R., Howes, C., Burchinal, M., Bryant, D., Clifford, R., et al. (2007). 
Observed classroom quality profiles in state-funded pre-kindergarten programs and associations with 
teacher, program, and classroom characteristics. Early Childhood Research Quarterly, 22(1), 3–17. 

• Martin, D. (2013). Teaching other people's children to teach other people's children: Reflections on 
integrating equity issues into a mathematics content course for elementary teachers. In L. Jacobsen, J. 
Mistele, & B. Sriraman (Eds.), Mathematics teacher education in the public interest (pp. 3-23). Charlotte, NC: 
Information Age Publishing. 

http://www.challengingbehavior.org/do/resources/documents/yc_article_7_2003.pdf
http://www.goodstart.edu.au/files/file/module%20booklets/diploma/diploma_module3_trainingbooklet_reviewed.pdf
http://www.goodstart.edu.au/files/file/module%20booklets/diploma/diploma_module3_trainingbooklet_reviewed.pdf
http://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/tta-system/teaching/eecd/assessment/ongoing%20assessment/edudev_art_00070_080505.html
http://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/tta-system/teaching/eecd/assessment/ongoing%20assessment/edudev_art_00070_080505.html
http://educationnorthwest.org/webfm_send/911
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• Milbourne, S. & Campbell, P. (2007). Creating Adaptations for Routines and Activities (CARA'S) Kit. Arlington 
VA: Council for Exceptional Children. 

• Miller, D. F. (2013). Positive child guidance. (7th Ed.) Belmont, CA: Wadsworth. 

• NAEYC. (2011, May). Code of ethical conduct and statement of commitment. Retrieved from: 
http://www.naeyc.org/files/naeyc/file/positions/Ethics%20Position%20Statement2011.pdf . 

• Nell, M. L., & Drew, W. F. (2013). From play to practice: Connecting teachers' play to children's learning. 
Washington, DC: National Association for the Education of Young Children.  

• New America Foundation. (2011). Watching teachers work: Using observation tools to promote effective 
teaching in the early years and early grades. Washington, DC: Guernsey, L., & Ochshorn, S.  

• NICHD Early Child Care Research Network. (2000). The relation of child care to cognitive and language 
development. Child Development, 71, 960–980. 

• NICHD Early Child Care Research Network. (2002). Early child care and children’s development prior to school 
entry: Results from the NICHD study of early child care. American Educational Research Journal, 133–164. 

• Northampton Community College. (2010). Time samples. Retrieved from: 
http://www.northampton.edu/documents/departments/ece/time%20sample%202%20fa%202010.pdf .    

• Nourish, LLC – a 501(c)3 non-profit organization providing family and community support for children with 
feeding challenges. Retrieved from: www.Nourishaz.org .  

• Office of Head Start. (2010). Revisiting and updating the Multicultural Principles for Head Start programs 
serving children ages birth to five. Washington, DC., Author. Retrieved from: 
http://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/resources/ECLKC_Bookstore/PDFs/Revisiting%20Multicultural%20Principle
s%20for%20Head%20Start_English.pdf .   

• Overbaugh, R. C., Schultz, L. (n.d.). Bloom’s taxonomy.  Old Dominion University. Retrieved from:  
http://ww2.odu.edu/educ/roverbau/Bloom/blooms_taxonomy.htm .  

• Paley, V. G., & Paley, V. G. (1981). Wally’s stories. Harvard University Press. 

• Pearson Higher Education. (n.d.). Anecdotal record. Retrieved from: 
http://wps.prenhall.com/wps/media/objects/486/497735/ObservationFiles/OT01.PDF . 

• Pearson Higher Education. (n.d.). Checklist: Causes of anger in early childhood classrooms. Retrieved from: 
http://wps.prenhall.com/wps/media/objects/486/497735/ObservationFiles/OT15.PDF .  

• Pearson Higher Education. (n.d.). Checklist: How ( *child’s name*_) exhibits stress. Retrieved from: 
http://wps.prenhall.com/wps/media/objects/486/497735/ObservationFiles/OT10.PDF .   

• Pearson Higher Education. (n.d.). Checklist: How children express anger. Retrieved from: 
http://wps.prenhall.com/wps/media/objects/486/497735/ObservationFiles/OT14.PDF . 

• Pearson Higher Education. (n.d.). Example: Forced choice rating scale (Cleanup). Retrieved from: 
http://wps.prenhall.com/wps/media/objects/486/497735/ObservationFiles/OT06.PDF .   

• Pearson Higher Education. (n.d.). Example: Graphic rating scale (Cleanup). Retrieved from: 
http://wps.prenhall.com/wps/media/objects/486/497735/ObservationFiles/OT08.PDF . 

• Pearson Higher Education. (n.d.). Example: Numerical rating scale (Cleanup). Retrieved from: 
http://wps.prenhall.com/wps/media/objects/486/497735/ObservationFiles/OT07.PDF . 

http://www.naeyc.org/files/naeyc/file/positions/Ethics%20Position%20Statement2011.pdf
http://earlyed.newamerica.net/publications/policy/watching_teachers_work
http://earlyed.newamerica.net/publications/policy/watching_teachers_work
http://www.northampton.edu/documents/departments/ece/time%20sample%202%20fa%202010.pdf
http://www.nourishaz.org/
http://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/resources/ECLKC_Bookstore/PDFs/Revisiting%20Multicultural%20Principles%20for%20Head%20Start_English.pdf
http://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/resources/ECLKC_Bookstore/PDFs/Revisiting%20Multicultural%20Principles%20for%20Head%20Start_English.pdf
http://ww2.odu.edu/educ/roverbau/Bloom/blooms_taxonomy.htm
http://wps.prenhall.com/wps/media/objects/486/497735/ObservationFiles/OT01.PDF
http://wps.prenhall.com/wps/media/objects/486/497735/ObservationFiles/OT15.PDF
http://wps.prenhall.com/wps/media/objects/486/497735/ObservationFiles/OT10.PDF
http://wps.prenhall.com/wps/media/objects/486/497735/ObservationFiles/OT14.PDF
http://wps.prenhall.com/wps/media/objects/486/497735/ObservationFiles/OT06.PDF
http://wps.prenhall.com/wps/media/objects/486/497735/ObservationFiles/OT08.PDF
http://wps.prenhall.com/wps/media/objects/486/497735/ObservationFiles/OT07.PDF
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• Pearson Higher Education. (n.d.). Graphic rating scale: How ( *child’s name*_) manages anger. Retrieved 
from: http://wps.prenhall.com/wps/media/objects/486/497735/ObservationFiles/OT16.PDF . 

• Pearson Higher Education. (n.d.). Participation checklist. Retrieved from:  
http://wps.prenhall.com/wps/media/objects/486/497735/ObservationFiles/OT05.PDF . 

• Pennsylvania Early Learning Keys to Quality. (2009).  Pathways to cultural competence, Teachers, 4 
underlying principles. Retrieved from: http://www.pakeys.org/uploadedContent/Docs/EarlyLearning 
Programs/Other Programs/Teachers Checklist.pdf . 

• Perez, G. (2008). Knees lifted high. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. 

• Perez, G. (2008). Plate full of color. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. 

• Perez, G. (2008). Through the eyes of the eagle. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services. 

• Perez, G. (2008). Tricky treats. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. 

• Pianta, R. C., La Paro, K. M., & Hamre, B. K. (2008). Classroom Assessment Scoring System (CLASS) Manual. 
Baltimore, MD: Paul H. Brooks Publishing Co. 

• Pica, R. (2008). Learning by Leaps and Bounds: Why motor skills matter. Young Children, 63(4): 48-49. 
Retrieved from: http://www.journal.naeyc.org/btj/200807 .  

• Ravich, D. (2011). The death and life of the great American school system: How testing and choices are 
undermining education. Philadelphia, PA: Basic Books. 

• Redden, E. (2010, June 10). For community-college students who struggle with arithmetic, some solutions. 
The Hechinger Report. Retrieved from:  http://hechingerreport.org/content/for-community-college-
students-who-struggle-with-arithmetic-some-solutions_3047/ .  

• Renck Jalongo, M. (2008). Learning to listen, listening to learn: Building essential skills in young children. 
Washington, D.C.: National Association for the Education of Young Children. 

• Robbins, L. (2012). Music as a preventative initiative for language delay in toddlers of low socioeconomic 
status. Imagine: Early Childhood Music Therapy Online Magazine - American Music Therapy Association, 3(1), 
30.  Retrieved from: http://imagine.musictherapy.biz/Imagine/imagine.magazine.html . 

• Rush, D. D., & Shelden, M. L. (2011). The early childhood coaching handbook. Baltimore, MD: Paul H. Brookes 
Publishing Company. 

• Sandall, S. R., & Schwartz, I. S. (2008). Building blocks for teaching preschoolers with special needs. Baltimore, 
MD: Paul H. Brookes Publishing, Co.  

• Sandall, S., Hemmeter, M. L., Smith, B. J., & McLean, M. (Eds). (2005). DEC recommended practices: A 
comprehensive guide for practical application in early intervention/early childhood special education. (p. 77). 
Longmont, CO: Sopris West.  

• Sanders, S. W. (2008). Active for life: Developmentally appropriate movement programs for young children. 
Washington, D.C.: National Association for the Education of Young Children. 

• Schwartz, S., Miller, J. E. H., & Schwartz, S. (1996). The new language of toys: Teaching communication skills 
to children with special needs: a guide for parents and teachers. Bethesda, MD: Woodbine House. 

• Smith, M. W., Brady, J. P., & Anastasopoulos, L. (2008). Early language and literacy classroom observation 
tool, Pre-K (ELLCO Pre-K). Baltimore, MD: Paul H. Brooks Publishing Co. 

http://wps.prenhall.com/wps/media/objects/486/497735/ObservationFiles/OT16.PDF
http://wps.prenhall.com/wps/media/objects/486/497735/ObservationFiles/OT05.PDF
http://www.pakeys.org/uploadedContent/Docs/EarlyLearning%20Programs/Other%20Programs/Teachers%20Checklist.pdf
http://www.pakeys.org/uploadedContent/Docs/EarlyLearning%20Programs/Other%20Programs/Teachers%20Checklist.pdf
http://www.journal.naeyc.org/btj/200807
http://hechingerreport.org/content/for-community-college-students-who-struggle-with-arithmetic-some-solutions_3047/
http://hechingerreport.org/content/for-community-college-students-who-struggle-with-arithmetic-some-solutions_3047/
http://imagine.musictherapy.biz/Imagine/imagine.magazine.html
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• Soukakou, E.P. (in press). Measuring quality in inclusive preschool classrooms: Development and validation of 
the Inclusive Classroom Profile (ICP). Early Childhood Research Quarterly. 

• Stewart, D. J. (2012, July 14). Ten ways to use your noodle. Retrieved from: 
http://www.teachpreschool.org/2012/07/ten-ways-to-use-your-noodle/ .  

• Talking Matters - A collaboration of the University of Arizona Department of Speech, Language and Hearing 
Sciences, The University of Arizona Child Language Center, and the North Pima Regional Partnership Council 
of First Things First to promote the development of speech and language in young children through parent 
and teacher education. Retrieved from: http://slhs.arizona.edu/services/talking-matters .  

• The Center to Mobilize Early Childhood Knowledge. (2012). CONNECT Modules. Retrieved from: 
http://community.fpg.unc.edu/connect-modules . 

• The Institute for Human Services for the Ohio Child Welfare Training Program. (2007). Developmental 
milestones chart. Retrieved from: 
http://uppua.org/pdfs/CW%20II%20Handouts/Effects%20of%20Abuse%20and%20Neglect%20on%20Child%
20Development/Development_Chart_for_Booklet.pdf . 

• Thomason, A. C., & La Paro, K. M. (2009). Measuring the quality of teacher–child interactions in toddler child 
care. Early Education & Development, 20(2), 285–304. 

• Trister Dodge, D., Aghayan, C., Berke, K., Bickart, T., Burts, D., Colker, L. J., Copley, J., Dighe, J., Heroman, C., 
Jones, C., & Tabors, P. O. (2012, November 1). Linking curriculum and assessments: using observation based 
assessments to individualize children's learning. Teaching Strategies. Webinar retrieved from: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ssQ1-EQ3HII . 

• Universal Design for Learning Video- Building Inclusive Child Care. Retrieved from: 
http://www.northampton.edu/Early-Childhood-Education/Partnerships/Building-Inclusive-Child-Care.htm . 

• Vasquez, V. M. (2004). Negotiating critical literacies with young children. Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum 
Associates, Publishers. 

• Wenger, E. (1999). Communities of practice: Learning, meaning and identity. New York, NY: Cambridge 
University Press. 

• Wenger, E. (2010). Communities of practice and social learning systems: The career of a concept. In 
Blackmore, C. (Editor). Social Learning Systems and communities of practice. Springer Verlag and the Open 
University.  

• West Bloomfield Township Public Library. (n.d.). Counting the Days 'til Kindergarten Calendar: Oral Language 
- Expanding Your Child's Vocabulary. Retrieved from: 
http://www.growupreading.org/kindergarten/index.php?section=400 . 

• Wholonomy Consulting. (2012, February 1).  The Bubble Sheet. Retrieved from: 
https://www.ideaencore.com/item/bubble-sheet-%E2%80%93-flexible-action-planning-tool .  
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