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The performance of the U.S. legal system in imposing punishment is:
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What action would you now take?
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Six scenarios follow. For each one, rate how much of a penalty the
“John” (each a different person) deserved — not as a legal matter
but as a moral or ethical one — on a scale going from “0,” no
punishment, to “9,” extreme punishment.

#1  Onec day, John is in a crowded clevator of a local apartment
building, and sees a man wearing a T-shirt with a political slogan
John finds offensive. John pursues the man off the elevator, abuses
him verbally, then pushes him hard against the wall. The man’s
arm is bruised by the encounter.

#2  John and his best friend have played golf together for more
than ten years. They used to be evenly matched, but rccently
John’s friend has consistently outplayed him. Growing frustrated,
John responded by taking private golf lessons from the local pro.
The next time John played against his friend, he soundly beat him.

#3  Hiking in the backcountry, John and his boy scouts get lost.
‘Making matters substantially worse, one of the boys steps on a
rattlesnake and is bitten. The troop then stumbles upon an
abandoned house, which John sets on fire to draw rescuers. The
plan works and the kid is saved, but the house is destroyed.

#4  On Halloween, John hangs a scary-looking plastic monster
from the creepiest tree in the front yard of his home. Most of his
cvening’s visitors seem to enjoy it. However, several of the
youngest children out frick-or-treating with their parents are so
scared that their parents have to take them straight home.




#5 At a party, and unbeknownst to John, the host slips him some
illegal drugs as a joke. John starts hallucinating wildly. He goes
next door, breaks windows with rocks, knocks over a gas grill,
throws a bicycle into the pool, and breaks a child’s swing set. The
next day, he has no recollection of this.

#6 One night John is bored. He decides it would be fun to
vandalize a car. He finds one on the street in the neighborhood and
attacks it. First, he kicks it and pelts it with rocks. Then he breaks
bottles on it. Then he hurls bricks, and the like. The car is
‘considerably damaged. After getting the wallet, John knocks the
man unconscious, and the man later requires 5 stitches.
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